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societies in the large manufacturing towns, which they
thought likely, because of their "ignorant and profligate"
population, to welcome their project of rebellion. This was
the ridiculous light in which Pitt represented the operations
of a society that had naturally looked to the large towns
where there was no Parliamentary representation for an
enthusiastic support of the cause of reform. It would be
easy enough to understand such language from the sup-
porter of the Government who argued that ec the very
advanced price at which seats were now represented to
be sold, was not (if true) a proof of its corruption, but of
the increasing wealth and prosperity of the country."l But
a Prime Minister who persuades Parliament to suspend the
Habeas Corpus Act by such a description of the nation's
danger, can scarcely be exonerated from any share in
creating the public terror which Lord Rosebery represents as
" coercing " the Government.
In the trials of Thomas Hardy and Home Tooke the
Government had every opportunity of making good their
accusations. It was their contention that these Societies,
whilst in their open documents they abjured violence and
demanded reform, were busy with clandestine insurrection.
The books of the Corresponding Society and the Constitu-
tional Society had been seized without warning. The
secretary was arrested so suddenly that his wife died
afterwards in consequence of the shock, and his house was
turned inside out for proofs and compromising records
The whole array of soft-slippered spies and mercenary
eavesdroppers who had insinuated themselves into various
branches of the Corresponding Society, and had tried to
tempt hot-headed enthusiasts into spasmodic treason were
passed through the witness-box to do their worst. Prisoners,
untried and unaccused, were recalled from the cells into
which they had been swept by the Government, when the
normal restraints of the law had been suspended, to face
the sudden severities of cross-examination, For eight days
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